


Live in Community
 Small Group Study
Volume Overview
Navigate Hardship
The righteous person faces many troubles, but the LORD comes to the rescue each time. (Psalm 34:19)
Life is hard, even for believers. We all know it or discover it soon enough. Life tests our patience, our hope, and our sense of God’s presence. But we are not left hopeless in our challenges. God’s presence is more certain than even our hardships. Still, there are times in life that we need to be reminded that He is present. It’s in hardships that we learn to recognize it. We also learn to depend on God, to wait, and to look forward to His rescue.
Session Overview
Wait Patiently
Biblical Encounter: Lazarus’s Family Deals with His Death (John 11:1–7, 20–45)
Outcome: Wait on God’s timing for the answer to your problems.
In this session, we encounter two sisters who called for Jesus when their brother got sick, but Jesus didn’t show up until it appeared to be too late. Little did everyone involved realize, but God’s timing had a purpose far beyond their problem. We all face problems and want God to work in our life immediately. It’s easy to believe that any delay in His answer means He is not hearing our prayers or isn’t going to answer them. But the real message of this story is that God’s timing is often different from ours for a reason. Waiting doesn’t feel good, and it can even seem as if time is being wasted. But there is great value in waiting on God until He answers.
	You Will Need
	•	Chairs
	•	Smartphone with timer
Getting Ready
	•	First time leading Live for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access session content and videos from a computer, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads

Engage
Welcome
Take this time to welcome everyone, introduce new students, learn names, and thank everyone for coming. Your friendliness here can create a comfort level that encourages student participation later.
Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Start by praying for students to have open hearts and minds for the discussion about God answering our prayers. Ask God to help those who are facing a difficult situation and have not yet seen God step in. Pray for understanding about why God makes us wait for His answer sometimes and that the Holy Spirit would speak to them during the time together.
Introduction
	
QUESTION
What was something that you had to wait a long time for but it was worth the wait?



Have you ever heard the phrase, “Good things happen to those who wait”? We live in a world where everyone seems to be in a hurry. We feel the pressure of making sure that our pace in life is always maximum speed. Some people think that being patient means someone is lazy, leads a boring life, or simply doesn’t care.
When we’re asked to wait for something, we tend not to like it. We can grow more impatient as a result. But waiting is part of God’s plan sometimes. Waiting patiently on God is of high value—and for a good reason. God doesn’t always answer at the snap of our fingers, and most of the time, there is a waiting period after we ask Him to act on our behalf. This builds endurance in us as we learn to trust Him while we wait. We’ll see why waiting for God’s timing is important in our discussion about Lazarus and his sisters who waited for Jesus.
Group Activity
Patience Game
	You Will Need
	•	Chairs
	•	Smartphone with timer
No prep is needed for this activity.



Today, I’m going to test your patience. All you have to do is sit on your chair facing me, put your hands on top of your head, and be nice and quiet. Go ahead and do that now.
•	Pause while students get ready. Make sure they don’t have access to their phones or other devices.
Looks like you’re ready. Now here’s what you’ll do. I’ll start a timer. Your assignment is to stand up when you think two minutes has passed. If the timer goes off and you’re still sitting down, you’re out. The last person to stand before the timer goes off is the winner.
•	Start the timer for two minutes and do the activity.
•	Declare the winner.
•	Optional: Play the game again.
For some of you, two minutes felt short, but for others, it felt like a long time. That’s how waiting on God to answer our prayers can feel too. Waiting patiently is not always the easiest thing to do, but developing these qualities in our life is worth it. Sometimes God will require us to have patience and wait for His timing. It’s hard, but we need to learn to trust Him, even when our waiting seems pointless. This video will help us learn a bit more about what we’re going to discuss.
Watch


Consider What the Bible Says
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
	
QUESTION
Who enjoys waiting?


In our Bible story about waiting, we read about an incredible event with Jesus and some of His closest friends. Jesus got a message that His dear friend Lazarus was sick. Lazarus’s sisters, Martha and Mary, knew that Jesus could heal their brother. They probably expected Jesus to come right away. But instead, they were forced to wait. Watch for the mixture of emotions and reactions from Jesus, His friends, and the crowd as the situation plays out. Although we don’t always like waiting, with God there is always a bigger purpose. See if you can discover what God’s purpose might be in this situation with Jesus and His friends.
Why the Wait?
Read John 11:1–7.
Some of you may already know how this story ends. But for now, let’s imagine we’re there as this story unfolds.
	QUESTION
What do you think Mary and Martha expected Jesus to do when He heard they needed Him?



	QUESTION
How do you think Mary and Martha felt when Jesus didn’t arrive as they had requested?


Jesus and His disciples were out doing ministry when they got a message from Mary and Martha that Lazarus, their brother and Jesus’ dear friend, was sick. Mary and Martha probably thought Jesus would drop what He was doing and hurry to them. They knew Jesus was more than capable of healing Lazarus, but His lack of immediate response may have suggested that coming wasn’t a priority.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think Jesus waited for two more days before coming to see them?


Verse 4 tells us that Jesus already knew the fate of Lazarus. Jesus hinted to His disciples that all of what was happening would bring God glory. Jesus could have left immediately and even healed Lazarus while he was sick. But because Jesus didn’t, Mary, Martha, and those with them would be part of something greater.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever needed someone immediately, and they didn’t respond? What happened, and how did it make you feel?


Imagine telling someone you deeply care about to wait when they really need you. For most friends, this response wouldn’t cut it. People would tell you to hurry to see your friend. So, what was the reason for Jesus’ waiting?
Four Days Later
Read John 11:20–27.
	
QUESTION
How would you have greeted Jesus if you were Martha?



	QUESTION
Did you notice any change in Martha after she encountered Jesus?


Four days later, Jesus finally arrived, but His dear friend Lazarus was now dead. Martha rushed to meet Jesus, while Mary stayed home. Martha wanted an explanation from Jesus. Sometimes it’s easy to forget that Jesus is on our side and loves us when He seems to ignore us. We seem to forget all that Jesus has done for us and others when we’re waiting on Him. In our impatience, we can miss what God wants to do in us as we wait.
	QUESTION
Have you ever been mad at God because He didn’t answer when you wanted Him to? Why?



	QUESTION
Do you find yourself drawing nearer to God or more distant from Him when you have to wait on Him? Explain.



	QUESTION
How does Martha’s encounter with Jesus challenge you to change how you think about waiting and God’s timing?


Jesus Cried
Read John 11:28–35.
	
QUESTION
Although Mary was grieving for her brother, what was her response to Jesus when He called for her?


Remember, there were other people present besides Mary and Martha. People were standing nearby, watching and observing everything. They even followed Mary when she went to meet Jesus. The same is true in our life. When we’re waiting on God for an answer, we must remember others can see how we respond to God.
	
QUESTION
Do you think God cares about you when you’re going through a rough time? Why or why not?



	QUESTION
Does Jesus’ show of emotions change how you view Him? How so?


Although Jesus knew the outcome, He was still fully human. Jesus expressed compassion like we might. In moments of waiting, Jesus waits with us and feels our pain also.
Everyone Waited for God’s Glory
Read John 11:36–45.
	
QUESTION
How do you think the miracle Jesus performed impacted Martha, Mary, and those watching?


At the scene of Lazarus’s tomb, Jesus told people there to roll away the stone at the entrance. Martha and Mary had been waiting for Jesus to help, but now they thought it was too late because they believed death was final. They couldn’t understand why Jesus wanted the tomb opened. Even Martha questioned Him.
	
QUESTION
What message would we have missed if Jesus had simply healed Lazarus right away?



	QUESTION
What benefit is there for us in learning to wait on God?



	QUESTION
What is the message we learn from this story according to verses 40 and 45?



	QUESTION
Do you think people are encouraged in their faith by watching you wait on God’s timing? Why or why not?


Remember that when we stand firm in our faith, there will always be people who will question us about our waiting. We might even question Jesus in those moments! Our faith may start to shrink when we don’t see Him doing something we asked.
But in the end, everything starts to make some sense. Their wait made sense when Jesus raised Lazarus back to life. Jesus had delayed responding for a reason. As a result, the people who witnessed this miracle turned to Jesus. Sometimes Jesus asks us to wait in order to reach others. We can be a witness of His love while we’re waiting on God to move in our situation, too.
Did You Know?
	At the time and place of the accounts in the Gospels, most people were buried in two stages. In the first stage, the body was anointed with spices and perfumes, wrapped in cloth, and placed in a tomb to decay for about a year. In the second stage, after the period of decay, the bones would be collected, put into a box called an ossuary, and moved into a permanent burial location.



Reflect
Wait on God’s timing for the answer to your problems.
Waiting patiently on God to move or respond can be really hard. Mary and Martha wanted Jesus to arrive before their brother died. In the natural, all they could see was the finality of Lazarus’s death. They grieved and questioned Jesus about why He hadn’t come sooner. After all, they seemed to have a relationship with Jesus that was strong enough to be honest with Him and express their doubts and questions.
Like them, we can see waiting as God’s delay. But waiting can be for our benefit, too. The things that God can do in our life when we wait on Him can help us grow and bring Him glory. Remember, people watch how we respond as we wait on God. They watch our life as we live out His Word. Our waiting can be a way of showing others our complete trust in God.
Listen to God
Let’s take time to consider how our life demonstrates a real trust in the Bible. These questions are meant to serve as a conversation between you and God. Sharing your responses with the group is completely voluntary.
	•	Pause for a few moments of silent reflection after reading the questions. Then ask students if they want to share. Sharing your personal response may also be helpful to the students.
	
QUESTION
What needs to change in you when it comes to waiting on God to move in difficult things you face in life?



	QUESTION
What is something God is having you wait on? How might He be using that to build your trust in Him?



Activate
Take a paper and marker. Write, “Learn to wait on God,” on the paper, and tape it to your ceiling or wall in your bedroom. But first, make sure it’s okay where you live! Then each day, as you wake up, this message will be one of the first things you think about. Let it serve as a reminder to trust God’s purpose in your waiting. Before getting out of bed, ask God to help you grow in your trust of His timing as you learn to wait on Him.

Conclusion
In our desperation and impatience, we can miss what God is trying to teach us through waiting. The time spent waiting doesn’t mean that God is idle or ignoring us. Waiting teaches us to rely solely on Him and to trust in His power and sovereignty. Waiting allows God to show up and demonstrate His power and authority. The problem for us is that we want to be in control. We often think God should respond quickly or in a certain way. But as we trust and wait on Him, we will see that He always has things under control. We are to surrender our will for His perfect one.
	Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.
Just as we wait on God, He also waits on you and me to follow Him and give Him our life. God desires a relationship with each one of us for all eternity. He sent Jesus to die for our sins, and He offers us forgiveness in return. If you have never accepted God’s forgiveness, today is a great day to do that. You don’t need to wait any longer.
Is anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?
Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them as you close in prayer or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.


Prayer
God, waiting on You is not always easy. We know that when we feel You are delayed or not answering us, it doesn’t mean You are not with us. Thank You for teaching us how to trust You more as we wait on You. Thank You for always stepping in on time. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
Dismissal
There’s an app attack this week! Your Bible Engagement Project app is lonely and wants to spend more time with you. This app has devotions with all sorts of great Bible stories and questions to help you grow in your relationship with Jesus. Check it out and see you next time!
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